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Vol. 33,  Issue 9* September 2017 * Christ Episcopal Church, Norway, ME 04268 * 207-743-6782 

Dear Ones, 

 

I wrote the following on Sunday, August 13. I was still away from you all on medical leave. I post-
ed it on Facebook that morning, and several of you have asked me to share it with the wider com-
munity.  

*********************************************************** 

There are days when the sermon must be written, even if you are out on medical leave.  
 

I went to bed last night thinking how grateful I was that I didn’t have to get up and preach this 
morning. 

 

I’ve been feeling that way all week, as I would get up every morning wondering if World War III 
began overnight while I was sleeping. But I have been in the position of preaching an anti-war 
sermon on the eve of it starting, back in 2003. I know how to do that. I could have figured that out. 

 

But what do I do when presented with images of KKK marches on a university campus? To ig-
nore it or claim “I wrote my sermon on Friday morning before all this happened” would have been 
cowardly. But what is there to say that my congregation isn’t already thinking? I am confident no 
one in my congregation is secretly cheering this hateful act. They all condemn it as much as I do.  

 

But would they take the time to dig more deeply into it? Would they recognize that behind the bra-
vado (in both situations) is fear? I learned that back in grammar school—the bullies are bullying 
because they are afraid of being trampled if they don’t. I’m NOT excusing the behavior. I’m saying 
that it will continue until we get to the root of the problem. 

 

And the root of this particular problem is one that has around for centuries. We have not dealt 
with our history. A war did not resolve it. A Civil Rights movement did not resolve it. Not even a 
black president resolved it.  

 

The root of this problem is that at one point, we believed some people were less valuable than 
others. We believed they could be bought and sold as property. And if we are honest with our-
selves—really, truly, brutally honest—we still believe it. It’s not just limited to blacks, either. I am 
sure that many of those white people out there marching were there because they regularly get 
the message that they are not worth as much as someone else. 

 

If we really believed that the average citizen of North Korea was just as valuable as the average 
citizen of the US, we would be just as concerned about what our missiles would do to them as we 
are afraid of what their missiles might do to us. Hell, how many of us secretly breathed a sigh of 
relief when we heard the target might be Guam?! “Oh, it’s just Guam—not REAL Americans.” 

One day this week I started watching Gone with the Wind. I remember that I watched it once, I 
think I was in the 4th grade and all I remembered is that by the time it was over I was just ready to 
go to bed. I was too young to notice the more troubling undercurrents. This time, my stomach be-
gan to churn within minutes, when I heard the term “poor white trash.” I couldn’t watch more than 
about a third of it, I was so horrified by the stereotypes of blacks, especially the young female 
slave, of women who were either conniving little wretches or unrealistic saints. I tried to tell myself 
it was 70 years ago, before the civil rights movement. But let’s be honest: the attitudes portrayed 
in that movie never entirely disappeared. They went underground for a while. They have re-
emerged in recent months because the people who hold them feel freer to express them publicly. 
And they are finding a lot more like-minded company than we might expect. And we need to con-
fess the ways in which we still live with them too.   

(continued on page 3) 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Keep current with events at Christ Church. 

Website: www.christchurchnorway.me 

Facebook:    Christ Episcopal Church- Norway, Maine 

SUNDAY WORSHIP—10:30 A.M. 

EUCHARIST—Wednesday at 9:00 

 SEPTEMBER CALENDAR 

13  10:00 A.M. “Embracing the Silence” 

27 10:00 A.M. “Embracing the Silence” 
  

 Mid-Week Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.  

every Wednesday 

Do you want to get 

your Beehive by email? 

Just let us know! 

01 Lacey Wright Ryder 

02 Henry Stewart 

08 Rachel Brennan 

09 Wesley McFarland 

10 Malaikah Mulandi 

 William Gates 

11 Peter Bickford 

 Br. Matthias Tanner 

 Jim Byers 

12 Barbara Tinder 

19 Francis Bean 

24 Pamela Manninen 

30 Scott Bickford  

CHAPEL SHEPHERDS 

September: 03  Kathy Whittier 

  10  Barbi Tinder 

  17  Martha Eaton 

  24  Carlyn Kroitzsh 

October: 01  Sue Glines 

  08  Mary Bickford 

  15  Jen Lehr 

  22  Carlyn Kroitzsh 

  29  Martha Eaton 

Please note: If you are not able to serve 

on the designated Sunday, please swap 

with someone on the list. Thanks! 

MILE OF PENNIES 

We continue to collect pennies. 
Please bring your pennies to 

church and deposit them in the jar on the 
shelf outside the office. They will benefit the 
Church Periodical Club to provide grants for 
books and materials for children. 

ANNIVERSARIES IN SEPTEMBER 

04 Br. Matthias & Carolyn Tanner 

09 Mike & Susan Morin 

16 Sandy & Audrey Luke 

29 Ted & Bernice Kehn 
PROJECT ANGEL TREE 

Project Angel Tree is an Outreach project for 

our church. We purchase Christmas gifts for 

children who have an incarcerated parent. The 

gift is then given to the child from that parent. 

 

You can sponsor a child for $50, share a child, 

or donate money and have our committee pur-

chase gifts. 

 

Thank you. 

Susan Morin, for Outreach 
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We are once again gathering school supplies for the local “Pack the Bus” 

program. This program was launched locally 18 years ago, and items col-

lected are divided among all the local schools and distributed to students 

whose parents cannot afford items necessary to begin the school year. All 

items are greatly appreciated—whether backpacks for K – 12 students, or 

notebooks, pens, erasers, crayons, pencils, dividers, lunch bags, etc. There 

is are  collection boxes in the Guild Room.  We will continue the collection 

until early in September. 

LET’S PACK THE BUS!! 

(continued from page 1) 

We may have done a lot of work on our attitudes toward race and gender. But how many of us, if 
we’re really honest, still consider some people “poor white trash”? How many of us have some cat-
egory of human being that we consider less valuable than us? 

 

Thinking about all this brings me back to that one promise in the baptismal covenant, the one 
where we promise to respect the dignity of every human being. 

 

Every one. 

 

Now I admit, it’s a lot easier to see the dignity in a person who is sheltering-in-place than it is to see 
the dignity in the people marching around in white robes outside them. 

 

But that’s why we have to do the hard work. We have to name the ugliness and the hate, yes. But 
we do not have permission to just put “those people” in a box and forget about them. It will keep 
coming back until we address it. 

 

And so I will continue to wrestle with those highly inconvenient promises we make in baptism, the 
ones that say I will love God and my neighbor, I will respect the dignity of every human being, I will 
strive for justice, I will admit when I’m wrong and seek to set things right. I will seek and serve 
Christ in every human being. And I will urge my congregations to do the same.  

Don’t meet hate with hate. Don’t meet violence with violence. And learn that our words can be just 
as violent as our fists or weapons. 

 

It’s not easy being a Christian. It’s hard work, loving our enemies and praying for them. It’s uncom-
fortable reminding yourself that God doesn’t hate the same people you hate; that our job is not to 
wear the name Christian like a designer label, but to carry it like the cross our savior carried. Know-
ing that it often leads us to places we would really rather not go, with no promise of safety, no guar-
antee that we will be free from harm.  

 

Only the promise that when we go there—when we stand with the underdog, when we look in the 
faces of those whose fear has blossomed into hate, and choose to respond only with love—we are 
not alone. We stand with Christ. 

 

And here’s why that is important. Because our story doesn’t end with a cross or a tomb. It carries 
through to the other side, the day when death and hate and violence and fear is defeated. It prom-
ises us that new life is possible. Yes, possible. We do not have to continue in these patterns of 
fear, hate and violence. We can learn to see the person God loves in others—even when it’s bur-
ied very deeply, even when it’s just a tiny spark of light in an otherwise very dark soul.  

Look for the light. Don’t get drawn into the darkness. Trust that in the end, love wins. Always. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Nancy+ 
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A Letter from Seminary  

By Holly C. Clark  

  

Truly, it was a remarkable summer. I traveled to Rome, Italy on a self-designed pilgrimage, at-
tended the Episcopal Preaching Foundation’s “Preaching Excellence Program” in Virginia, chant-
ed the Litany of Ordination at the ordinations of two of my closest friends from seminary to the 
transitional deaconate, was named as a Candidate for the Priesthood by our bishop following in-
terviews with the diocese’s Commission on Ministry and the Standing Committee and ongoing 
communication with our bishop, and completed a 10-week internship at St. Alban’s Episcopal 
Church in Cape Elizabeth, ME.  

  

Similar to last summer’s experience in Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE), I learned much about 
myself and about my call to the priesthood through each of these experiences.  This summer 
was an intense one of discernment and discovery. It has been my hope and my dream to return 
to Maine for ministry, and I am full of gratitude that my life is unfolding as it is. It is with great joy 
that I share with you that I have received a call to serve at St. Alban’s as Assistant Rector after 
my graduation from Berkeley at Yale Divinity School. Over this final year in seminary, I will return 
to St. Alban’s regularly to develop my relationship with this community. The full job description 
can be found at the St. Alban’s website: http://www.stalbansmaine.org/assistant-rector-position/ 

  

It is amazing how quickly my time in seminary has flown and how transformational it has been. 
This fall I will take courses that I hope will further prepare me for ministry as well as the General 
Ordination Exam, which I will take the first week in January of 2018. I appreciate the continued 
prayers and support of the people of Christ Church. It has meant the world to me to have the 
support of this home parish community.   

Stewardship of Time 

As part of our year-round stewardship plan, we want to try a new thing.  In preparation for this, 
you are asked to think about the hours you spend in service to other people. Maybe you volun-
teer at the food pantry or the progress center. Maybe you help with a program at the library, or 
give a ride to someone who can no longer drive. Maybe you visit people  who are shut-in or lone-
ly. Maybe you are someone's primary caregiver.  

Think about all the hours you spend serving others. Soon we will ask you to jot down that number 
(and if you want, details of how you spent them) and will compile a summary of the information, 
to show how much of an impact Christ Church makes in our communities without a dollar being 
spent. 

How can we help our sisters and brothers in Texas? 

 

Those of us identified as “seniors” can — if we grew up in New England — recall the experience of 
living though hurricanes. They were nowhere near as devastating as more recent ones. I found my-
self watching the news these last few days to get updates on Hurricane Harvey. It brought to mind 
two memories. The first was about one of our neighbors who worked for the power company. As he 
drove up the lane returning home, during Hurricane Carol, within seconds of passing one of the 
large maple trees, that we had watched swaying, it came crashing down across the road. It was al-
so on my birthday and my mother had asked the same neighbors if she could send me over with 
vegetables to cook on their “gas ring” in the basement. Over I went to cook vegetables while my 
dad cooked steak on the grill that he had moved up to the back porch out of the rain. We even had 
candlelight that night! It does make for an unforgettable birthday! 

I've been thinking about that day and am mindful of the many people that have suffered flooding on 
top of the hurricane. Undoubtedly there are others who are missing birthdays and anniversaries this 
week as they strive to stay together and keep safe.  

How can we in Maine be of help? There is a message from the Presiding Bishop, and Episcopal 
Relief and Development has a dedicated fund to receive contributions. It is one more avenue of par-
ish outreach. This message is included on page 5 of this Beehive.  

You can contribute online at:  episcopalrelief.org/hurricane-harvey-response.   

- Barbi Tinder 

http://www.stalbansmaine.org/assistant-rector-position/
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 The Deacon’s Lens 

STEWARDSHIP IS MANY THINGS 

A Self-Made Man: 

 I have to chuckle, if not laugh outright, when someone brags about being a self-made man, 

who, therefore, has no obligation to help others. No one handed them anything, they are likely to 

say, they pulled themselves up by their own efforts. I wonder that a person could be so blind. 

 Ah, I think, but what about the person who gave them their first job? Who helped them be-

come educated, trained them in particular skills? So they had a bright idea, invented something 

and brought it to market. Would they be able to produce goods all by themselves, get them to cus-

tomers without the help of the postal service, trucking companies and public roads, attract custom-

ers without the use of all the forms of media? Some few might be talented enough to do each of 

these things, but are they able to do all of them, all the time? Perhaps they are adept at bringing 

others together and coordinating their efforts in a common enterprise. Good for them, but that’s 

not quite being self-made. 

 Our call to be stewards asks us to understand that a good deal of what we might have, a 

good deal of what we might have accomplished, rests on the assistance and cooperation of oth-

ers. Those others are people right around us, and still others in other places, whom we may not 

even know. We are called to understand that GOD is the primary source of all that we have and 

even of our very selves. To ‘stand under’ that reality means to be aware of the help we all get from 

each other and be willing to pass on the help to still more persons. To ‘stand under’ that reality 

calls us to express our gratitude to GOD for the divine gifts we receive every day. 

 Br. Matthias Tanner, O.S.L. 

Too much of a good thing?  The creation of the internet, the information highway, has revolution-

ized our way of obtaining information and connecting with people – immediately.  Remember en-

cyclopedias, snail mail and long distance telephone calls? 

We can talk with each other face to face without leaving our homes or offices, breaking news is 

just a click away. 

Recently with all the civil unrest, blaming and name calling I have thought about all the instant 

gratification brought to us buy the power of the internet. 

Social networks especially, give short shrift to meaningful or polite discourse.  We can write what-

ever we want without thinking our comments through: whom they will offend or hurt, who will con-

tradict us.  If a response opposes or argues against our posts or beliefs, we do not have to defend 

them or reason with the opponent. We can ignore the response and remain adamant in our think-

ing. 

I think the internet is an amazing and necessary resource.  My problem is with the often reckless 

and thoughtless use of social networking. 

I suggest that when writing posts or tweets, it would be wise to consider how our words would be 

taken if uttered to anyone face to face, and if disputed could they result in polite discourse. 

 

Rev. Lanny 

A word from The Most Reverend Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop of The Episcopal Church: 

Long ago the prophet Malachi taught that we are all children of God by virtue of our creation by the 

same God. “Have we not all one father? Has not one God created us?” he asked (2:10). Jesus 

taught the same thing when he told a story about a Good Samaritan. We are indeed all the children 

of God. And if we are all God’s children, then we are all brothers and sisters. 

 

As you know, our brothers and sisters in Texas now need our help. Our support of Episcopal Relief 

& Development is  tangible, practical, effective and reliable way to do that., not just in the short 

term, but for the long haul. Thank you for whatever you can do for together we are the human family 

of God. 
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CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

35 Paris Street, Norway, ME 04268 

 

WORSHIP & OTHER PERSONNEL SEPTEMBER  & OCTOBER 2017 

PLEASE NOTE:   IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO SERVE ON A SCHEDULED DATE, PLEASE FIND A REPLACEMENT. LET 

THE CHURCH OFFICE KNOW THAT PERSON’S NAME BY THE TUES. MORNING BEFORE YOUR SCHEDULED DAY. 

Coffee Hour will be AFTER church. Coffee is also available in the Guild Room before the church service. 

SEPTEMBER 2017 

  

OCTOBER 01 

 

OCTOBER 08 

 

OCTOBER 15 

 

OCTOBER 22 

 

OCTOBER 29 

EUCH.  

MINISTER 

 

Peter  Bickford 

 

Peter Hammond 

 

Mary Bickford 

 

Priscilla McFarland 

 

Sue Emerson 

ACOLYTE 

 

 

Mary Bickford 

 

Carlyn Kroitzsh 

 

Peter Bickford 

Doug Wall 

Jason Wallace 

 

Peter Hammond 

LECTORS 

 

P. Bickford-OT/Pr. 

T. Kehn-Ps./NT 

P. Hammond-OT/Pr. 

Br. Matthias-Ps./NT 

M. Bickford-OT/Pr. 

P.McFarland-Ps./NT 

P. McFarland-OT/Pr. 

K. Willoughby-Ps./NT 

S. Emerson-OT/Pr. 

T. Kehn-Ps./NT 

USHERS Martha Eaton 

Rosemary Laban 

Peter & Mary 

Bickford 

Donald Adamson 

Tom Knight 

Carlyn Kroitzsh 

Beulah Ayer 

Wes McFarland 

Martha Eaton 

COUNTERS   Peter Hammond 

Priscilla McFarland 

Carolyn Tanner 

Carlyn Kroitzsh 

Tom Knight 

Priscilla McFarland 

Carlyn Kroitzsh 

Peter Hammond 

Carolyn Tanner 

Tom Knight 

COFFEE  

HOUR 

Thelma  

Cunningham 

 

TBA 

 

Jan Wall 

 

Alison Whitney 

 

Rosemary Laban 

ALTAR 

GUILD 

Sept. 23-Oct. 06 

Jan  Wall 

Merton Lord 

Oct. 07—Oct. 20 

Martha Eaton 

Thelma Cunningham 

 Oct. 21—Nov. 03  

Mary Bickford 

Carlyn Kroitzsh 

 

  

SEPTEMBER 03 

 

SEPTEMBER 10 

 

SEPTEMBER 17 

 

SEPTEMBER 24 

EUCH.  

MINISTER 

 

Peter Hammond 

 

Tom Knight 

 

Carlyn Kroitzsh 

 

Barbi Tinder 

ACOLYTE 

 

 

Sue Emerson 

 

Priscilla McFarland 

Doug Wall 

Jason Wallace 

 

Peter Hammond 

LECTORS 

 

P. Hammond—OT/Pr. 

R. Laban—Ps./NT 

T. Knight-OT/Pr. 

T. Kehn-Ps./NT 

C. Kroitzsh-OT/Pr 

Br. Matthias-Ps./NT 

B. Tinder—OT/Pr. 

K. Willoughby—Ps./

USHERS Herb Somers 

Rosemary Laban 

Wes McFarland 

Steve Jones 

Beulah Ayer 

Martha Eaton 

Tom Knight 

Donald Adamson 

COUNTERS Peter Hammond 

Steve Jones 

Priscilla McFarland 

Tom Knight 

Carlyn Kroitzsh 

Carolyn Tanner 

Peter Hammond     

Steve Jones 

COFFEE  

HOUR 

 

Carol Jones 

 

Bernice Kehn 

 

Carlyn Kroitzsh 

 

Kathy Whittier 

ALTAR 

GUILD 

Aug. 26—Sept. 08 

Mary Bickford 

Carlyn Kroitzsh 

Sept. 09—Sept. 22 

Bernice Kehn 

Bonnie Trundy 

 

 

Sept. 23—Oct. 06 

Jan Wall 

Merton Lord 


