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Dear Ones, 

 

At this morning’s Eucharist we read Psalm 19, which includes that beautiful verse, 
“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your 
sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.” Whenever this psalm comes up, 
someone mentions that other priests have begun their sermons every Sunday by 
reciting this verse. (The implied question being, “Why don’t you?”) 

 

I don’t say it aloud—it doesn’t mean I don’t say it!—because I think it can too often 
be taken as a sign that whatever I say next is ‘word from on high,’ rather than the 
start of a conversation. I cherish those moments when you come back to me and 
share your thoughts. Just this past Sunday someone came and made reference to 
a sermon from several weeks ago. I was delighted; I never really how much you 
carry out the door with you, how much of a difference it makes to your spiritual 
walk. 

 

I know that there are times when you disagree with something I have said in my 
sermon, and that’s okay. I hope you will share your perspective with me. It may be 
that we just stand in different places on that topic, or it may be that you offer me 
some insight I hadn’t considered before. I would rather hear back from you directly 
than hear from someone else that you were bothered by it.  

 

The beauty of the Episcopal Church is that we don’t have to agree with one another 
to be in communion with one another.  

 

Blessings, 

 

 

Nancy+ 
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

Keep current with events at Christ Church. 

Website: www.christchurchnorway.me 

Facebook:    Christ Episcopal Church- 

 MARCH CALENDAR 

04 11:30 A.M. Vestry   
   Choir practice 

11 11:30 A.M. Choir practice 

14 10:00 A.M. “Embracing the Silence” 

18 11:30 A.M. Choir practice 

 3:00 P.M. Bethel House Church 

20  BEEHIVE DEADLINE! 

25 10:30 A.M. Palm Sunday/Passion/ 

   Stripping of the Altar 

 11:30 A.M. Choir practice 

28 10:00 A.M. “Embracing the Silence” 

29 6:00 P.M. Maundy Thursday 

   Pot Luck Supper &  
  “Downstairs Church” at Trinity 

30 Noon  Good Friday Liturgy –
   Christ Church 

 3:00 P.M Good Friday Liturgy—
   Trinity 

31  7:00 P.M. Easter Vigil 

   St. Paul’s, Brunswick 

Mid-Week Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.  

every Wednesday 

Do you want to get your Beehive by 

email? Just let us know! 

05 Carolee Garcia 

09 Bruce Watts 

12 Catherine Bickford 

14 Hank Emerson 

16 Carlyn Kroitzsh 

19 Thelma Cunningham 

25 James Gates 

30 Michael Trundy 

 Susan Morin 

31 Kathy Whittier 

 

CHAPEL SHEPHERDS 

See Chapel Shepherd 

schedule now included 

as part of the  

Worship Personnel Schedule 

MILE OF PENNIES 

We continue to collect pennies. Please bring 
your pennies to church and deposit them in 
the jar on the shelf outside the office. They 
will benefit the Church Periodical Club to pro-
vide grants for books and materials for chil-
dren. 

ANNIVERSARIES IN MARCH 

15 Jim & Carlyn Kroitzsh 

REMEMBER:   

IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO  

MAKE A PLEDGE!! 

See Tom Knight if y
ou have any 

questions 

  

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME RETURNS 

ON SUNDAY, MARCH 11th. Be sure to 

SPRING your clocks AHEAD before you go 

to bed on Saturday night (the 10th)!! 
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 The Deacon’s Lens 

STEWARDSHIP IS MANY THINGS 

 As many of you know, I am a life-vowed member of The Order of Saint Luke, a religious or-

der dedicated to liturgical scholarship, education, and practice, and also dedicated to the sacra-

mental life. Over the years, this Order has come to mean even more to me than it did when I made 

life vows in 1996; even more than my place among the ordained clergy of The United Methodist 

Church. This is why most days, most of the day, I wear the pectoral cross with an element of the 

seal of The Order in it’s center. It’s not to be in your face about it, but in mine. It is a continual re-

minder to me of my vow, and my sincere, whole-hearted, intention to so live out my days. 

 During the service, when I made life vows, each of us doing so was given the opportunity to 

say a few words about the occasion. I spoke about how these vows gave me an even stronger 

sense of being a part of the history of The Order, one of those in succession from the days of the 

founders back in 1946. I also felt more strongly a sense of being part of the even longer line of fol-

lowers of Jesus down through all the centuries since he trod the soil of Galilee. Who I am/Whose I 

am is rooted in all that history. It has shaped my identity in countless ways. 

 Feeling this sense of history also encourages a sense of responsibility for how I live now, 

because I have become a part of that history for those around me in the present and for those who 

will come after me. What I do, how I do it, will become part of their history and help shape their life 

as followers of Jesus. That frightens me some, humbles me a lot, and challenges me to live with 

this glorious burden. The degree to which I am able to do so is a measure of my stewardship. 

 Where do you recognize the roots of your faith in your own personal history? How has it 

shaped who/whose you are? What legacy of example and encouragement are you contributing to 

the history of GOD’s people? 

- Br. Matthias Tanner, O.S.L. 

 
You are in our thoughts and prayers.   We have heard or uttered this so often that it has become 

almost meaningless, almost like saying God bless you when someone sneezes. 

It is too easy to tell someone that our thoughts and prayers are with you, and then toss off a Lord’s 

Prayer or two. I much prefer- my thoughtful prayers are for you. 

So how do we pray thoughtfully? 

Years ago I was introduced to the “how to” of prayer -  ACTS.  Subscribing to this way of examining 

my daily life has enriched my prayer life considerably. 

A – address, affirmation or adoration.  Dear and gracious Lord -  My Lord and my God, my Saviour 

and my God, “Hi God, I’m back – whatever feels right. 

C – contrition.  I am so sorry for what I have done, or for what I have not done.  Did I miss an oppor-

tunity to call on a sick or grieving neighbor, did I fail to contact a friend or neighbor who lives alone 

to see if he or she was all right or was in need of some kind? Did I not stand up in the face of igno-

rance or bias?  We can commit sins of commission, which we have been conditioned to recognize, 

as well as those of omission which in my Christian education have not been considered or stressed.  

Whatever the trespass, admit it and be truly sorry. 

T – thanksgiving.  This should be a no-brainer, but is often forgotten.  Give God his due.  We are so 

fortunate to live in a country which allows us so many freedoms.  We can give thanks for much that 

we take for granted – food, shelter, clothing, freedom to worship, and the list goes on.  We can give 

thanks for the strength to carry on in the face of illness – our own or a loved one’s, and so much 

more. 

S – supplication.  What help do I want from God?  I do not believe in asking for material benefits.  

We can ask for strength in the face of adversity, help for those less fortunate than we are – the sick, 

the lonely, the victims of tragedy, catastrophic events, man made disasters such as mass shootings 

and war. We can ask for the brain power to figure out how to avoid such disasters. 

My subscription to the ACTS way of prayer has brought me not only closer to God, but has also 

caused me to recognize how I am living my life – is it according to His will and to the glory of His 

name – or not? 

Rev. Lanny 
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TIME TO CHECK OUT THE  CHURCH LIBRARY                 

A great selection awaits you.  

This month’s suggestion:  - 

 

The latest book for the library corner comes from Sister Wendy Beckett, an English nun famous for 
her TV documentaries on the history of art. She has published a number of books on religious top-
ics also but the one I write about today is Encounters With God: In Quest of the Ancient Icons of 
Mary.  

It is the story of her searches in Rome, Ukraine and the Sinai desert for earliest known icons of 
Mary. While describing the stories of her searches, she also reviews the history of Christian art, the 
meaning and function of icons, and shares her thoughts on the relation between beauty, prayer 
and the search for God. There is an unexpected diversity between these 5 icons, surprising when 
we are so used to the quite similar (to each other) mother and child portrayals we are so used to 
seeing in later representations. Some are “iconic” in the sense of their almost un-human features 
while others are much more realistic and almost “modern”. But they are all old compared to more 
recent Greek and Russian examples. And they are all survivors of the iconoclastic era of Roman 
Catholic and Moslem destruction.  

Another icon pictured in the group from St. Catherine’s Monastery in Sinai is the one which we 
know well: Christ the Pantocrator which image is displayed at the exit from our Guild Room to the 
left of the front door: Jesus the Loving Judge. 

Sister Wendy concludes one chapter of her book by reminding us that an “icon is a meditation on 
the inconceivable mystery of what it means for God to become human.” And also that Mary is the 
Mother of God. 

 

- Ted Kehn 

WARDEN’S WORD: 
 

A friend and educator I know often posts thought provoking pieces on facebook.  She 
started a recent one with the following header: 

“Dear regular Mass-goers: the seats at the end of the pew aren’t for you.  
I was raised Catholic. I know the strategy. The first-class seats are at the end of the 
pew.” 

 This headline got me thinking about the above statement, what my own experiences 
have been and  eventually to the myriad ways that we communicate. Communication 
goes way beyond our verbal and written words. There are the clothes we wear, our 
facial expressions, the way we move, walk and talk and so much more. There is also, 
where we live, our life experiences. Are we a talker or a doer? 

 Some of our behaviors are intentional and others may be so much a part of us that 
we are often unaware of how others may perceive us.  Some of our actions may pre-
sent an attitude of availability or they may indicate we are too busy to be interrupted. 
What actions are so ingrained that you may be unaware what message you are send-
ing to those around you? It may be welcoming. It may indicate you are focused on a 
task.  

Where do you sit in a pew? Where do you sit in the church? Do you move around or 
always in the same pew? What resonated with me about the headline is that in our 
church if you sit on the aisle it closes off the rest of the seating for those who arrive 
after you. You might be asked if anyone else is going to be joining you. How do you 
respond? 

We are a parish whose members come from a number of communities. Do you find 
yourself trying to make face to face contact during coffee hour after the service? Do 
you  introduce yourself to visitors and invite them to join coffee hour? Do you intro-
duce them to some of the other parishioners? What are some of the questions you 
ask to create a conversation? How might we do a better job of inclusion? Please 
share thoughts and ideas with a member of the vestry.  

- Barbi Tinder 
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Photo by Barbi Tinder 

HOLY WEEK 

 

The final week of the month is Holy Week, that time when we slow down and pay attention to the 
events of Jesus’ final week of mortal life. We join him on the Journey from Triumphal Entry to Burial 
in Gethsemane. I invite you to join me in person or in prayer. 

 

Palm Sunday  Liturgy of the Palms, Passion Narrative, Stripping of the Altar 

    8:45 Trinity/10:30 Christ 

 

Wed. in Holy Week  9:00 Eucharist, Christ Church 

 

Maundy Thursday  6:00 Pot Luck Supper and “Downstairs Church”  

Footwashing and Communion (Trinity) 

 

Good Friday   12 Noon Good Friday Liturgy and Solemn Collects (Christ) 

    3:00  Good Friday Liturgy (Trinity) 

 

Holy Saturday  7:00 PM Easter Vigil at St. Paul’s, Brunswick  

 

Easter Sunday  Festive Eucharist (8:45 Trinity/10:30 Christ) 

Seminarian News  

Good news! Holly Clark passed her General Ordination Exams with no rewrites—congratulations to 
her! Next step is one more set of interviews with the Commission on Ministry and Standing Commit-
tee, finishing up her final semester at Yale Divinity School, and preparing for ordination in early 
June. (HOLLY STOP READING NOW!) We need to be thinking about what we would like to do as 
an ordination gift from the parish. If you have ideas, or would like to make a contribution toward this 
gift, please let Nancy+ know.  
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CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 35 Paris Street, Norway, ME 04268 

 

WORSHIP & OTHER PERSONNEL MARCH & APRIL 2018 

PLEASE NOTE:   IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO SERVE ON A SCHEDULED DATE, PLEASE FIND A REPLACEMENT. LET 

THE CHURCH OFFICE KNOW THAT PERSON’S NAME BY THE TUES. MORNING BEFORE YOUR SCHEDULED DAY. 

Coffee Hour will be AFTER church. Coffee is also available in the Guild Room before the church service. 

MARCH 2018 

  

MARCH 04 

 

MARCH 11 

 

MARCH 18 

 

MARCH 25 

EUCH.  

MINISTER 

 

Tom Knight 

 

Mary Bickford 

 

Barbi Tinder 

 

Cindy Dawson 

ACOLYTE Peter Hammond Peter Bickford Doug Wall Priscilla McFarland 

LECTORS 

 

T. Knight-–OT/Pr. 

Br. Matthias T.-–Ps./NT 

M. Bickford—OT/Pr. 

C. Dawson—Ps./NT 

B. Tinder--OT/Pr. 

T. Kehn—Ps./NT 

C. Dawson--OT/Pr. 

K. Willoughby—Ps./NT 

USHERS Peter & Mary 

Bickford 

Rosemary Laban 

Beulah Ayer 

Peter Hammond 

Christine Hebert 

Jason Wallace, Sr. 

Wesley McFarland 

COUNTERS Mary Bickford 

Carolyn Tanner 

Peter Bickford 

Tom Knight 

Priscilla McFarland 

Peter Hammond 

Carolyn Tanner 

Tom Knight 

COFFEE  

HOUR 

 

Christine Hebert 

 

Patty Watts 

 

Sue Emerson 

 

Kathy Parsons 

ALTAR GUILD Feb. 24—March 09  

Bernice Kehn 

Bonnie Trundy 

March 10—March 23 

Jan Wall 

Merton Lord  

 March 24—April 06  

Martha Eaton 

T. Cunningham 

 APRIL 01 

EASTER 

 

APRIL 08 

 

APRIL 15 

 

APRIL 22 

 

APRIL 29 
EUCH.  

MINISTER 

 

Peter Hammond 

 

Tom Knight 

 

Priscilla McFarland 

 

Cindy Dawson 

 

Peter Bickford 

ACOLYTE Carlyn Kroitzsh Doug Wall Peter Hammond Doug Wall Mary Bickford 

LECTORS 

 

Peter H.—OT/Pr. 

Cindy D.—Ps./NT 

Tom K.—OT/Pr. 

Keith W.—Ps./NT 

Priscilla M.--OT/Pr. 

Rosemary- Ps./NT 

Cindy D.--OT/Pr. 

Br.Matthias--Ps./NT 

Peter B. — OT/Pr. 

Jason W.-- Ps./NT 

USHERS Jason Wallace, Sr. 

Tom Knight 

Beulah Ayer 

Martha Eaton 

Donald & Cece 

Adamson 

Peter & Mary 

Bickford 

Peter Hammond 

Christine Hebert 

COUNTERS Jason Wallace, Sr. 

Peter Hammond 

Tom Knight 

Carlyn Kroitzsh 

Peter Bickford 

Priscilla McFarland 

Mary Bickford 

Carolyn Tanner 

Tom Knight 

Peter Hammond 

COFFEE  

HOUR 

     

ALTAR 

GUILD 

Mar. 24—April 06  

Martha Eaton 

T. Cunningham 

April 07—April 20.   

Mary Bickford 

Carlyn Kroitzsh 

 April 21—May 04  

Bernice Kehn 

Bonnie Trundy 

 

CHAPEL 

SHEPHERD 

None 

needed 

 

Barbi Tinder 

 

Jen Lehr 

 

Mary Bickford 

 

Martha Eaton 


